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Summer 2025

Wow! We’ve had a busy and exciting
Spring in GFWC Georgia! Click here for a
complete look at what your state officers and
district presidents have been doing.

Presiding over our 129" GFWC Georgia
Convention was such an honor. We changed
our latitude to 34.177753 at the Legacy
Lodge on Lanier Island. Club women had
lots of opportunities to visit with Federation
sisters, shop in our fundraising room, and
relax at the lovely lakefront resort. Our
North East District hosted a tropical-themed
weekend where we improved our attitude
while conducting business, celebrating
achievements, enjoying wonderful meals,
and having fun together.

Awards were presented in the five Commu-
nity Service Programs, the six Advancement
Areas and our Special Programs. We are so
proud of all our clubs for the incredible pro-
jects completed during 2024. Please join me
in congratulating our top clubs: Dunwoody
Woman’s Club, winner of the Georgia Fed-
eration Cup, and Sylvania Junior Woman’s
Club, winner of the Gertrude Harris Award.
A complete list of winners is also posted on
the GFWC Georgia website, or by clicking
here.

We also handled the tedious business of
amending our Bylaws. The Strategic Plan-
ning Committee and the Jr. Conference Ex-
ecutive Committee provided recommenda-
tions, which our bylaws committee thought-
fully and carefully considered before pre-
senting the proposed amendments. Revised
Bylaws and Standing Rules are now posted
on our GFWC Georgia website.

The Songs You Know By Heart Lip Sync
Battle was a hoot on Saturday night! Ten
groups donned costumes and performed
songs to a captive audience. The GFWC
President, Cathy Jones, and Director of Jun-

ior Clubs, Jen-

nifer Stalvey,

opened the

event with a

Sonny & Cher

impersonation

of “I Got You

Babe.” Congrat-

ulations to the

Bremen Juniors who now hold the bragging
rights of Lip Sync Champions with their
rendition of “The Beat.” Our District Presi-
dents, aka Peggy’s Princesses, won the cov-
eted People’s Choice Award for their perfor-
mance of Abba’s “Dancing Queen.” This
event netted over $1600 for The Cottage, a
sexual abuse and child advocacy center in
Athens. It was an evening to remember!

Our NE District is to be commended for
making each event unique, with table décor
fitting the themes and special donations to
organizations that our clubs support instead
of door prizes.

A tiki hut and beach backdrop made photo-
taking such fun. Special thanks to our Con-
vention Chairman, Jill Bagley, and Co-
Chair, Barbara Brooks, for leading the Dis-
trict.

As this edition of our GFWC Georgia news-
letter “goes to print,” final plans and last-
minute adjustments are being made for the
2025 GFWC Convention scheduled for June
6 -9 at Atlanta’s Omni Hotel. Planning be-
gan in 2015 when President Elaine Singley
Chandler first planted the idea for Georgia to
host. When the COVID pandemic cancelled
the 2020 GFWC Convention, Georgia was
disappointed but remained confident that we
would have a turn again. Many years and
countless hours of preparation later, here we
are...Spinning Vision Into Reality.


https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:9533c9ab-c20a-4ee6-a180-947a2d88f2dd
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:976c5933-586a-4542-b24b-84f54d25c6e4
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GFWC GA OFFICERS
2024- 2026

President
Cathy Jones

First Vice President
Peggy Wilson

Second Vice President
Julie Walters

Third Vice-President
Dale Reddick

Director of Junior Clubs
Jennifer Stalvey

Secretary
Cimi Douglass

Treasurer
Becky Bolden

Parliamentary Advisor
Brenda Martin

Chaplain
Shelby Holland

The General Federation of
Women’s Clubs is a unifying
force, bringing together local
women’s clubs, with members
dedicated to strengthening
their communities and enhanc-
ing the lives of others through
volunteer service. With more
than 60,000 members in affili-
ated clubs in every state and
more than 20 countries,
GFWC members are commu-
nity leaders who work locally
to create global change by
advocating for women, chil-
dren, and families on issues
such as domestic violence and
sexual assault, food insecurity/
hunger, and promoting healthy
lifestyles. GFWC also supports
the arts, works to preserve
natural resources, advances
education, encourages civic
involvement, and works toward
world peace and understand-
ing. For more information,
please visit www.GFWC.org or
call 1-800-443-GFWC (4392).

Next up is our LEADS training and summer
Institute, scheduled for August 15— 17,
2025, in Macon at the Marriott City Center.
We’re going to Reach for the Stars and
showcase winning club projects from 2024.
Watch for the Call on Constant Contact
soon.

Again, I am humbled to serve as the 60"
GFWC Georgia President. I thank you for
your continued support and service to
GFWC Georgia, as hand-in-hand, together
we engage, educate, and empower our mem-
bers.
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Cathy

2024-2026 GFWC Georgia President
E: crj7294@gmail.com
E: president@gfwcgeorgia.org

First Vice President/President-Elect

Peggy Wilson

E: firstvyp@gfwcgeorgia.org

Where, oh, where have the first five
months of 2025 gone? It seems like it was
just yesterday that we were celebrating a
new year, but here we are looking at June!
My, where does time go when you are en-
joying life to the fullest? It will be August
and time for Institute as we gather to learn
how to implement new ideas and learn how
we can make GFWC Georgia thrive
throughout our state. Hope to see each of
you in Macon at Institute!

I have been traveling to events across the
state and enjoying meeting members of
GFWC Georgia. I have attended the Cen-
tral West District meeting, judging at Little
Ocmulgee State Park, salad luncheon at
Macon Service League, State Convention,
Dallas Woman’s Club luncheon/ Mother’s
Day Tea, Dunwoody Woman’s Club, Mor-
row Civic Woman’s Club kick off for sum-
mer reading, and Manchester Woman’s

Club Memorial

Day events. If

something special

is happening in your club, please invite me.
I enjoy meeting club members throughout
Georgia.

Vince Lombardi once stated that perfection
is not attainable, but if we chase perfection,
we can catch excellence. Emotional well-
ness is the ability to handle life’s stresses,
adapt to change, and difficult times. How
do we do this? By remembering our good
deeds, forgiving ourselves, and spending
more time with our friends.

Remember, happiness is found within us,
and positive thoughts create positive
things. Smiles are contagious, and kindness
is free. I'm looking forward to seeing eve-
ryone in Macon as we make a difference in
our world.

Peggy’s Princesses

THE GEORGIA CLUBWOMAN
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Project: Women'’s Heart
Health—Go Red for Wom-
en, The Heart Truth, The
American Heart Associa-
tion

Project: Leadership
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Central East Distriet -PRESIDENT Laedenia Jewell

E: cedistricl@giwegeorgia.org

The Central East District had a great Spring
District Meeting in Oxford, GA. The theme
was “Ladies First”. We had a great turnout. The
photo area was so much fun with an amazing
variety of hats that ladies could wear during
their photo opportunities. The vendors were
amazing, especially the one selling goat milk
soaps! Our ladies brought in lots of items for
the local Newton County animal shelters and
had a lot of fun swapping books for the ESO
book swap. Information was shared from the
American Heart Association. Our hostess clubs
provided wonderful women’s history booklets,
and everyone got a jingle wand to use instead of
clapping (which I loved since clapping was dif-
ficult). We had a lot of fun during our fundrais-
ing game.

I think the most memorable part of our meeting
was watching all of our award winners don the

hats from the hat racks and pose together for
photos.

Our next meeting will be in Winder, at the
Winder Woman’s Club. The theme is “Fall into
Love with GFWC.” This meeting will be hosted
by the Winder WC, Athens-Oconee JWC, Mon-
row JWC, and Violets JWC. It will be on Octo-
ber 11th, 2025, starting at 10:30 to give our sis-
ters plenty of time to get to us.

(Central West District — PRESIDENT Libby Bond

E: cwdistricit@giwegeorgia.org

Most of the clubs in the Central West District
take a 2- 3 month break from formal meetings for
the summer. However, this does not mean that
we are not active! On June 6 and 7, two clubs
will hold their annual yard sales: GFWC Reyn-
olds Woman’s Club at their clubhouse and
GFWC Old Campbell County at the First Baptist
Church of Fairburn in the parking lot. These are
major fundraisers for each club and are looked
forward to by the communities.

e GFWC West Georgia Woman’s Club is hav-
ing a members’ and their families” Apprecia-
tion Family Cookout at a member’s house in
June.

e GFWC College Park Woman’s Club had
over 50 people attend their Welcome to
Summer Barbecue, including 20 guests.

e GFWC Macon Service League is a Summer
Social in July, which they will also use as a
fundraiser by playing Bingo and bringing
change for Crescent House.

e GFWC Macon Woman'’s Club is one of the
clubs that meets over the summer, and is
famed for its lunch adventures in and around
the Middle Georgia area.

e GFWC Carrollton Civic Woman’s Club is

THE GEORGIA CLUBWOMAN

preparing for its annual Yard Sale, which is
August 8-9 at the Tabernacle Baptist Church
in Carrollton. They will also hold their annu-
al Salad Luncheon in October. They are also
celebrating 14 new members!

o  GFWC Manchester just observed Memorial

Day with local veterans’ groups that in-
volved speeches, prayers, patriotic songs,
laying a wreath at an eternal flame, a miss-
ing man table, and rounded it off with deli-
cious hot dogs.

e GFWC Locust Grove is encouraging its

members to collect food for its local food
pantry and food and clothing for veterans,
which will be distributed this fall.

e  GFWC Bremen Junior Woman’s Club is

preparing for its Bremen Olde Festival,
which it organizes and hosts for the town of
Bremen.

e GFWC Morrow Civic Woman’s Club is

culminating two years of work in celebrating
the 50™ anniversary of the Morrow Branch
of the Clayton County Library System,
which the Morrow Junior Woman’s Club
spearheaded the effort to bring a library
branch to the Morrow/Rex/Ellenwood area
in 1973.
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North East District - PRESIDENT Debbie Borovitcky

Our North East District Spring meeting was
held on March 29" in Lilburn.

We were fortunate to have both Cathy and Jen-
\ / nifer attend.

We had 57 members attending, representing 6 of
our 8 clubs. We also had 8 first-time attendees.
In addition to giving out awards, we displayed
and judged 14 member Arts and Crafts entries
and displayed 3 student art winners. We raised
$272 on the 50/50 raffle.

I have decided to have a timekeeper for all fu-
ture meetings. With so much going on in the

Project: Good Shepherd
Clinic of Dawson County
and other clinics in the
GA Charitable Care Net-
work

Thank you to the clubs in the North West Dis-
trict for a successful Spring Meeting held in
Dunwoody on March 29, 2025. We had a strong
attendance, with 77 people attending. Thank
you to the host clubs, Dunwoody, Marietta, and
Buchanan, for their planning, coordination, and
hard work for this meeting, and to the NW Dis-
trict officers, chairmen, club presidents and club
members for your dedication, leadership, and
participation. The brunch was delicious, and the
“Spring into Action” decorations were beautiful.

We streamlined the Spring meeting in two
ways: We served “brunch” instead of lunch,

which saved time. Instead of “live” reports,
most reports were included in a NW District
Spring newsletter with helpful program infor-
mation. The meeting was adjourned at 1 p.m.,
and members could get on with the rest of their
day.

Charity collection: Club members generously
donated baby items (approximately $2200 in
kind) and $400 in monetary donations for
“Jack’s Basket” that were presented to Sheryl
Arno, Executive Director of the Down Syn-
drome Association of Atlanta. A Jack’s basket
is delivered to new parents of a baby with Down
syndrome to celebrate the birth of the baby and
provide helpful resources and useful baby items.
Often these baskets are delivered by a parent
raising a child with Down Syndrome. Danny
Bryant, self-advocate, led the pledge and shared
his journey of inclusion and independence.

Project: Down Syndrome
Association of Atlanta and
Wellroot Family Services

Congratulations to all the NW district clubs who

THE GEORGIA CLUBWOMAN

E: nedistrict@giwcgeorgia.org

district, it can be hard to keep speakers on track.
Our fall district meeting will be in Dawsonville
on September 27", The location and other de-
tails are still being worked out.

Debbie Borovitcky
E: Kremerd123@aol.com
P: 937-554-8525

North West District — PRESIDENT Maria Barnhart

E: nwdistrict@gfiwegeorgia.org

were recognized for their hard work in their
communities and impactful service with district
awards. Members got a chance to see creative
student and member art.

Thank you to Sharon Cannon and Caroline
Largent for the meaningful memorial ceremony
for the district members who passed away in
2024.

We supported the GFWC-GA President’s pro-
ject, “Books for Little Hands,” at the Spring
meeting. Dunwoody W.C. raised approximately
$2500 towards the purchase of a book vending
machine for a Title 1 elementary school. Each
club received the State’s top 10 projects booklet
compiled by Julie Walters.

GFWC-GA State Convention: Congratulations
to the North West District clubs who were rec-
ognized for outstanding service — Dunwoody
WC and LaFayette Juniorettes received the top
awards for their excellence in the community
service program work.

A number of clubs in the NW District held
Spring luncheons, awarded scholarships, and
recognized milestone years of club membership.
Club members made diaper cakes and sashes for
convention volunteers for the GFWC Interna-
tional Convention. Thank you, Julie Bates, Cin-
dy Tisdale, and Cimi Douglass, for leading the
charge for our GFWC convention preparations!

The North West District is living the volunteer
spirit, and we continue to “Be the Good” in our
communities.


about:blank
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Project: Environment

Project: Changing
Lives Through Litera-
cy— “Bee” A
Literacy Leader in
Your Community!
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South East District — PRESIDENT Ginger Readdick-Lloyd

E: sedistricl@giwegeorgia.org

It has been a busy spring in the South East Dis-
trict.

Millen has been busy collecting books for the
local pop-up libraries and local Daycares. They
are currently planning all sorts of fundraisers to
support a scholarship for a Young Women ma-
joring in Business. Millen has been handing out
coloring pages and volunteering for a day of
food at a local theatre music camp.

Gordon is collecting shoes to raise money to
publish a new addition of their yummy Cook-
book!

Sylvania Juniors just had their Livestock Pag-
eant!!! Total success despite the event having to
move its venue.

Brunswick celebrated Peggy Tuten receiving the
American Patriots Award. Peggy is a long-time
GFWC member and a nurse who has served her
community in many capacities. They also
packed the Pantry at the Nunnally House.

Woodbine Women's Club had their biggest
fundraiser, a bake sale, at the Crawfish Festi-
val. They made a big donation to the local li-
brary, they started, and they plan to sell hot dogs
at the unofficial Woodbine 4th of July celebra-
tion.

Magnolia has been busy with the Convention in
Atlanta.

We are all looking forward to Atlanta!

Our next District meeting is on October 4, 2025.

South West District — PRESIDENT Sonya Aldridge

E: swdistrict@giwegeorgia.org

&~ On Saturday, March 15, 2025, each of

! the 9 clubs in our district were repre-
sented at the spring meeting hosted by Moultrie
Federated Guild and the Sylvester Woman’s
Club at Sylvester First Baptist Church. In con-
junction with our GFWC Georgia President’s
Special Project, “Books for Little Hands” and
our District Project to Bee A Literacy Leader,
attendees were asked to bring children’s books.
The South West district is excited to report that
248 books were donated and shared with our
host clubs for distribution in Moultrie (Boys &
Girls Club) and Sylvester (Margaret Jones Li-

brary).

.~ On Sunday, April 27, the South West
1 District issued the invitation to the 2026
GF WC Georgia Convention, “Flying High”
scheduled for April 24-26 in Warner Robins.
Round of applause to our “pilots” Kathie Byrd &
Sharon Wilkin!!

THE GEORGIA CLUBWOMAN

On Saturday, May 10, 24 members gath-
7= ered in Tifton to pack welcome bags and
assemble centerpieces for the GFWC Interna-
tional Convention in June. A shout-out to
Shirene Daniell and Jamie Stewart for coordinat-
ing and organizing our work day. Special thanks
to Peace Lutheran Church for their generous
hospitality in allowing us to use the fellowship
hall.
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Second Viee President

Happy Spring to everyone, and congratulations to all the
clubs that were recognized for their impact at our state con-
vention. Big kudos to all those who submitted reports and to
the judges for reading and evaluating them.

Top Projects

We have compiled the Top Projects GFWC Georgia clubs
reported for the past year into one booklet. We handed out a
hard copy to each club president at the convention, and a
PDF was posted on the GFWC Georgia website. Or you can
download it here. You are encouraged to read it and take
some ideas for projects for your club to hold in your commu-
nity.

Online Reporting

Our goal is to always be improv-
ing and encouraging clubs to re-
port their impact. We are thrilled
that 85% of clubs reported in
2025! We have made many
changes to online reporting this

PAGE 6

Julie Walters

E: secondvp@giwegeorgia.org

past year, and we want to check in
with you and get some feed-

back. We encourage everyone to
complete this simple survey and
share their thoughts. https://
forms.office.com/r/'VXnFVzZW6XX

Track it Forward

If your club has not yet signed up for a Track it Forward ac-
count, let me know, and I can send you the link to an account
and a training guide.

Clubs that used it last year found it a beneficial tool in writ-
ing their reports this year.

Changes to Yearbook

Please note the following change in your 2024-2026 GFWC
Georgia Yearbook. The new Women’s History Resource
Center chairman is Jenny Nall, and her email

is nallj3926(@gmail.com

Third Vice President — Dale Reddick

Traditionally, summer for most

clubs is a time for not meeting.

However, we should never stop our

search for new members. Summer,
for most, brings additional opportunities to find those new
members or even sometimes the “lost ones.” Use activities
with your children and other parents, such as vacation bible
school, vacations, family gatherings, and sports activities, as
places where potential
new members may be at.
Train yourself to think,
“That new member
could be just anywhere,
so I need to always be
looking.”

Remember to take ad-
vantage of all your sum-
mer opportunities and
use your Why Speech/“Elevator Speech.” Never miss the
opportunity to talk about your club and Federation to anyone
willing to listen. We don’t want to be the best-kept secret in

THE GEORGIA CLUBWOMAN

E: membership@giwegeorgia.org

Georgia.

Institute with our summer workshops

will be here before we know it. Don’t

forget to have someone from your

club apply for the “Send a Sister

Scholarship.” There will be two peo-

ple selected from EACH district to

receive the scholarship. It is an excel-

lent time to honor an outstanding member, encourage a new
member to attend, help a member who could use financial as-
sistance, or for a first-time attendee. Doesn’t have to be a
“reason” it could simply be a name drawn from your member-
ship list who will get to apply. Hope to see lots of applica-
tions! Click here for a fillable application.

Congratulations to all the clubs that submitted Membership
reports this past year and to all the winners at our Annual Con-
vention. I really enjoyed reading your membership reports.
Your efforts, Ladies, we got this...... Let’s do it one more
time.


https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:04e92ffc-afca-4924-a70a-5ab63e587b05
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:be89a319-212f-45a9-95e3-a535cfa6b9ee
https://forms.office.com/r/VXnFVzW6XX
https://forms.office.com/r/VXnFVzW6XX
mailto:nallj3926@gmail.com
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Junior Conierence Membership— Tina Neese

E: jriirstyp@giwegeorgia.org

Ignite Your GFWC Journey:
Don't Miss the Junior Conference Orientation!

Are you eager to learn more about the vibrant world of the
Junior Conference and how your membership in the General
Federation of Women's Clubs (GFWC) and GFWC Georgia
can empower you? Then mark your calendars for an essential
series of online orientation sessions designed just for you.

Whether you're a new member or a seasoned clubwoman look-
ing to deepen your understanding, these informative sessions
will illuminate the exciting opportunities that await you. We'll
delve into the heart of the Junior Conference, exploring its pur-
pose, the dynamic activities it encompasses, and the invaluable
benefits of participation. Discover how this integral part of
GFWOC fosters leadership, camaraderie, and impactful commu-
nity service.

But that's not all! We'll also explore the significance of your
membership in the General Federation of Women's Clubs, a
powerful international organization dedicated to volunteer ser-
vice. Learn how your involvement contributes to a legacy of
positive change and connects you with a network of passionate

women worldwide.

And of course, we'll shine a spotlight on GFWC Georgia, our
very own state federation. Discover the initiatives happening
here in our state, understand how you can engage at the local
and state levels, and learn about our collective impact in our
communities.

Don't miss these valuable opportunities to connect, learn,
and grow! Join us online at 7:00 PM on one of the following
dates:

e September 15, 2025
e QOctober 20, 2025
e January 26, 2026

These sessions are your gateway to unlocking the full potential
of your GFWC and GFWC Georgia membership and becoming
an active and informed participant in the Junior Conference.

Ready to embark on this enriching journey? Join with this
link: Unlock Your Potential

Have questions? Contact a member of the Junior Confer-
ence Membership Team:

e Tina Neese, 1st Vice President, or
e your District Junior Director

e CE: Christine Steele

¢ CW: Amanda Mann

e SE: Betsy Wheeler

e  SW: Becky Smith

GFWC 2024-2026 Membership “Educate, Engage, Empower” Recruitment Campaign
Spring: FOCUS ON: “Professional Development”

Report Due for April, May and June Recruitments

Deadline: July 1, 2025
Complete the fillable Campaign Report Form and send to:

e  GFWC via mail (address is on form) or email — GFWC@GFWC.org.
e  Send a copy of the report to membership@gfwegeorgia.org for the GFWC Georgia Third Vice President.

THE GEORGIA CLUBWOMAN


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89012768388?pwd=BdK26KXW7cU3wSIc0eMNIEabnncWa8.1
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:e3e028f1-5b4a-4077-bf41-59a5a3210e9c
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Director of Junior Clubs—Jenniier Stalvey

E: membership@giwcgeorgia.org

Thank you for attending the

GFWC Georgia 129™ Annual

Convention. Your presence and

participation made the convention
a truly special occasion. If you missed this event, I hope to
see you in Macon in August at Institute.

From the unforgettable Lip-Sync Battle to the celebration
of our members’ achievements during the awards presenta-
tions, your energy and enthusiasm helped make every mo-
ment memorable. It was a joy to share laughter, recogni-
tion, and fellowship with so many dedicated and passionate
members from the GFWC Georgia Junior Conference.

The Junior Conference has so much to be proud of; mem-
bership grew 18% in 2024. All clubs maintained or grew
membership. I am so proud that each club from the Junior

Conference was represented at the convention. The pro-
posed bylaws were approved at convention, and we can
continue the work we want to accomplish. The work that
has been completed in projects for Advocates for Children
is astonishing, and the money that has been raised for our
Junior Conference Perpetual Scholarship, “Dollars for Col-
lars”, is a sign of the continued commitment that our con-
ference wants to establish for Tallulah Falls School.

But before we meet in Macon, the 2025 GFWC Conven-
tion will be held in Atlanta from June 6 to 9. Please consid-
er making your way to Atlanta to participate in this event.
GFWC Georgia needs volunteers for Friday, Hollywood of
the South State Night. Members of GFWC Georgia will
host tables that evening to keep the conversation going and
represent GFWC Georgia.

Secretary - (imi Douglass

E: secrelary@gliwegeorgia.org

The Importance of Digital Legacy Planning

A Recording Secretary plays a crucial role in documenting
official meetings, maintaining accurate records, and organizing
key documents for their club or organization. However, this
responsibility extends beyond just meeting minutes—it also
involves establishing a structured system for preserving im-
portant templates, forms, and historical records.

If your club does not have a centralized Google Drive for es-
sential documents—and instead, each leader is saving records
individually to their personal drive, iPad, etc. —this article is
for you. Actually, this article is for everyone to apply in their
personal lives as it provides guidance not only for club record-
keeping and access to the same, but also for your personal ar-
chives, including meaningful family momentos and photos for
your family members.

I'm talking about digital legacy planning—ensuring that your
personal or club's important records that may be kept on your
iPad, iPhone, or personal Google Drive are preserved and ac-
cessible to your family and for the future. I encourage you to
take a moment to read this article and reflect on how you man-
age your own personal digital legacy.

As many of you know, my mother and quasi-sister-in-law
passed away unexpectedly in November and December.
Through these difficult times, I've learned some valuable in-
formation about digital legacy planning that I want to share.

THE GEORGIA CLUBWOMAN

In today’s world, so much of our

lives—photos, accounts, and im-

portant information—are tied to our

phones, social media, and devices like

iPads. When my sister-in-law passed, she had recently pur-
chased a new iPad, but we didn’t have her login credentials.
Unfortunately, without either a court order or the original re-
ceipt (from three years ago!), we have no way to access it.
Even if we simply wanted to factory reset it for someone else
to use, we couldn’t—once reset, the iPad remains locked to her
Apple ID with no way around it.

To prevent your loved ones from facing a similar situation, |
strongly encourage everyone to take a few minutes to set up a
Legacy Contact on your Apple devices. This allows a trusted
person or family member to access your information or reset
your device, if needed. You can do this by going to Settings
[Your Name], Sign-in and Security, Legacy Contact, and fol-
lowing the instructions. Apple will provide an ID number that
your designated person can use to gain access quickly and se-
curely when the time comes.

The same applies to Facebook—naming a Legacy Contact en-
sures that someone you trust can manage your account, access
important photos, or even memorialize it rather than having it
disappear over time.

As a friend, I ask each one of you to set up a legacy contact
with your devices for your loved ones. If you are a leader and
have many club resources that can assist your club members,
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name a family member as a Legacy contact, and in time, your
club can reach out to your family member to obtain important
documents for the club. Also, on a personal level, if you don’t
have Digital Assets language in your Will, think about adding a
paragraph in there.

Here’s a link to special language that can be used: Digital As-
set Language

PAGE 10

While these things may not seem urgent now, taking a few
minutes to set them up can make things much easier for your
loved ones in the future. I just wanted to pass this along in case
it can help someone else.

Treasurer — Becky Bolden

E: treasurer@giwegeorgia.org

VOUCHERS — What are the differences?

There was some confusion regarding the GFWC Georgia
Vouchers when clubs paid their dues in 2024.

Let’s look at the different vouchers and their purposes:

e 2024-2026 GFWC Georgia Voucher — This form is used
to pay your GFWC Georgia dues of $25 per member. You
can make additional donations to the following on the
Voucher:

¢ The Ella F White Endowment Fund — This fund
helps support GFWC Georgia and its operating
costs.

¢ Lipscomb Society — This fund helps with the up-
keep of our GFWC Georgia state office.

¢ GFWC Georgia President’s TFS Special Project —
Guardians of the Gateway

¢ GFWC Georgia Director of Junior Club’s TFS
Special Project — Dollars for Collars — Perpetual
Scholarship

¢ Student Art Fund — This funds our GFWC Geor-
gia annual art awards (See the GFWC Georgia
yearbook for further information).

¢ TFS Student Activity Fee — This fund graduation
gifts for TFS seniors, and any other gifts for the
students at TFS.

¢ 1734 Society — This supports our GFWC Head-
quarters in Washington, DC These funds are sent
to GFWC.

e Junior Club Voucher—This is for GFWC Georgia Junior
Conference clubs that pay an additional $2 per member in
dues to the Junior Conference.

e Juniorette Voucher — This is for GFWC Georgia Jun-

iorette clubs. All of their dues are paid on this voucher.
They Do Not use the 2024-2026 GFWC Georgia Voucher.

e District Voucher—This voucher is for the payment of

THE GEORGIA CLUBWOMAN

your club’s district dues, which
are paid to your district. All of
the information is on the
voucher.

e District Convention Voucher—This voucher is for each
District to pay to GFWC Georgia at the rate of $1 per
member. The funds are used to assist the hosting district
with the upcoming GFWC Georgia state convention. Clubs
should NOT pay these dues—only the District.

e Tallulah Falls Voucher — This voucher is for special do-
nations to the Tallulah Falls School. Details are included
on the voucher.

All of the vouchers can be found at www.gfwegeorgia.org un-
der Resources.

If you have any questions, please email me at Treasur-
er@gfwegeorgia.org. I will be happy to answer you as quickly

as possible.

Thank you for your continued support of GFWC Georgia!!



http://www.gfwcgeorgia.org
mailto:Treasurer@gfwcgeorgia.org
mailto:Treasurer@gfwcgeorgia.org
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:b96dfd5a-6bfc-4578-b92f-e3ace136de9c
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Parliamentary Advisor

Parliamentary Tips

Do Committee Recommendations Require a
Second???

One Phrase frequently heard in meetings, particularly board
meetings, is: “Because the motion is from a committee, it
doesn’t need a second.” But is this actually true? Let’s see.
First, regardless of your approach, the parliamentary policy
won’t show up at your meeting. That said, a presiding officer
demonstrates leadership by using proper parliamentary phras-
ing, which helps maintain professionalism and clarity.

To begin, we’re discussing formal procedures here — situations
typically involving larger assemblies, such as annual meetings,
conventions, or boards with more than 12 members present.
For smaller boards and committees, parliamentary rules are
generally less rigid. In fact, Robert’s Rules of Order Newly
Revised includes a whole section on “Procedure in Small
Boards” in Chapter 49, which notes that motions in small bod-
ies tend not to require seconds. Further explanation at another
time.

In larger or more formal settings, the phrase “A motion from a
committee does not need a second” is technically wrong.
Here’s why: If a committee makes a recommendation to take
action, the motion from the committee requires a second, just
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Brenda Martin

E: parliamentary@gfwcgeorgia.org

like other main motions. However,

there’s an important nuance: Ifa

motion comes from a committee

with more than one member on the

committee, the second is already

there. For a motion to come FROM the committee, it must
have been supported by multiple committee members. There-
fore, the more accurate phrasing is that the committee recom-
mendation “doesn’t require an additional second from the
floor.”

When a committee presents its recommendation and the com-
mittee chair ends with “On behalf of the committee, I move
....... ,” the presiding officer can simply say:

“It is moved and seconded that...”

This phrasing acknowledges the committee’s endorsement
without requiring further action. If clarity is a concern, the
chair could also explain:

“Because the motion is from a committee, it already carries a
second” {or, “is considered seconded.”}

This explanation helps participants understand the process
without confusion.

By paying attention to proper phrasing, good chairs can elimi-
nate misunderstandings and ensure smooth, efficient meetings.
Clear communication fosters confidence in leadership and
helps ensure everyone is on the same page.

This information comes from an article written by Jim Slaughter, an attorney,
Certified Professional Parliamentarian, Professional Registered Parliamentari-
an, and past President of the American College of Parliamentary Lawyers.
January 2025
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(ivic Engagement & Ouireach (SP — Sheila Sanchez-Vesga

E: civicengagemenl@gliwegeorgia.org

June- National Safety Month

For National Safety Month (June):

e  Provide “Summer Safety Tips” flyers to families, neighborhoods, childcare, summer programs,
churches, and businesses.

e  Support and thank local police and fire departments for keeping the community safe.
e  Work with fire departments to provide fire safety awareness.
e  Promote vehicle safety.

e Promote “Hand’s Free” Georgia law and “NO Texting While Driving.” Participate in “Bee A Buckler” programs/projects.

Senior Summer Safety Tips

Citizenship/Patriotism teering for events commemorating Presidents’ Day, Memori-
al Day, Independence Day, Veterans Day, Constitution Day,

e Encourage the display of the American flag (donate to and others.

schools, senior centers, publicize flag flying days).

e Host an “Independence Day” parade each year to celebrate
our nation’s birthday at a local park or within your commu-
nity or neighborhood.

e Honor and celebrate patriotic holidays by hosting or volun-
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SUPPORT AND AID WOMEN VETERANS

e Donate comfort and useful items such as soothing lotions
and bath gels, beauty products, cozy socks and slippers,
adult inspirational coloring books and colored pencils (a
great favorite!), games and playing cards, and/or gift cards
to salons, coffee shops, and retail and grocery stores.

e Supply beverages and snacks for the waiting area of the
Veteran Women’s Health Clinic, with a small group of
members hosting to provide camaraderie and new contacts.

e Collect new and slightly used jewelry and hold a club so-
cial for polishing and packaging the jewelry in decorated
boxes or bags for distribution at the Veteran Women’s
Health Clinic.

e  Work with the Veterans Administration Medical Center to
hold a games afternoon or painting social. Make new
friends and have fun!

e Create “Beauty Bags” for women veterans, including face
care, body care, feminine products, and nail care products.
Provide hand cream, cleansers, brushes, combs, special
soaps, shampoo, and bath bombs. Include a special beauty
item like a lip gloss or lipstick, earrings or cologne.

e Coordinate with the WVP Manager to help women veter-
ans celebrate special moments in their lives, with gifts and
thoughtful cards for new babies, family birthdays, and oth-
er meaningful occasions.

*If your community does not have a WVP Manager, reach out
to a local assisted residential living manager that can identify
those in their care who are female Veterans.

Beads of Valor to Celebrate Women Veterans

The Exeter Area GFWC (EAGFWC) Civic Engagement and
Outreach Committee brought a special new art therapy program
to New Hampshire women veterans at the Manchester VA
Medical Center with its first EAGFWC Beads of Valor Work-
shop, intended to foster a sense of community. Women veter-
ans spent an afternoon designing and making custom, one-of-a-
kind bracelets, which included sharing with others why they
chose specific beads, and added certain charms or words. The
workshop provided a powerful and meaningful experience for
everyone in attendance.

Woman’s Suffrage National Monument

On December 20, 2024, the U.S. Senate passed H.R. 1318
which authorizes the Women’s Suffrage National Monument to
be built on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. With the
passage of this historic legislation, the Foundation is working
with planning agencies across the nation’s capital to finalize
the location of the monument on the National Mall. The final
site on the National Mall is expected to be announced in 2026.
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GFWoC has established a fund to raise $150,000 for the Wom-
an’s Suffrage monument, with a $26,000 founding gift for the
fund to be contributed by Colonel Carol A. Habgood, USAF
Retired, GFWC Parliamentarian.

Of the 40 monuments, memorials, and statues that currently
exist on the National Mall — the most visited National Park in
the United States — NONE are dedicated to the great women of
American history. It is time to tell their stories.

“GFWC’s commitment to women’s equality began in 1868
when journalist Jane Cunningham Croly attempted to attend a
dinner at an all-male press club honoring British novelist
Charles Dickens. Because she was a woman, Croly was denied
admittance. In response, she formed a women’s club that would
eventually become known as the General Federation of Wom-
en’s Clubs. GFWC’s history is the history of women’s fight for
equity and inclusion, and we are honored to be one more chap-
ter in GFWC’s story.”

The monument will commemorate the suffragists who secured
women'’s right to vote, catalyzed a movement for change, and
transformed American democracy.

e  Collect books that celebrate women of the suffrage move-
ment or other women and girls of historical or societal
importance, and the federal government from denying the
right to vote to citizens of the United States on the basis of
sex.

e In Commemoration of Woman’s Equality Day August
26, 2025- Please consider donating to GFWC’s fund to
raise money for the Woman’s Suffrage Memorial.

e  Women's Equality Day is celebrated in the United States
on August 26 to commemorate the 1920 adoption of the
Nineteenth Amendment (Amendment XIX) to the United
States Constitution, which prohibits the United States and
states from denying the right to vote to citizens of the Unit-
ed States based on sex.

Calendar of Ideas

June

Identify highway-railroad
crossings in your County
that have the potential to
pose a threat to the safety
of vehicles crossing the
tracks and bring to the
attention of the county
commissioners.

July

Donate a flag and a stand
to the local Library and/or
schools in the county.

August

Promote “Law Officers
are your Friends” to Pre-K
and Kindergarten students.

Dates to Remember

June
e Flag Day—1June 14

e National Safety
Month

July

e Independence Day—
July 4

August

e National Night Out—
August 4

e Purple Heart Day—
August 7

e  Women’s Equality
Day—August 26
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Education and Libraries (SP

E: educalion@giwegeorgia.org

On behalf of the Education & Li- e National Higher Education Day— June 6
braries CSP, I would like to thank
everyone who submitted reports. July
Congratulations to all the Winners. e National Parenting Gifted Children Week
Enjoy your summer break. Stay safe.
Continue to work on your projects, August

and I look forward to being able to judge next year. Thanks to e National Back to School Month

Jenny Keyes, Co-Chair, Julie Walters, and anyone else who e National Crayon Collection Month

helped judge the reports this year. e  National Get Ready for Kindergarten Month

For a Calendar of Ideas, please look in the Yearbook on page Coloring Book Day-— August 2

134. On a personal note, I would like to thank everyone for the
Dates to Remember: cards, prayers, and kind words on my health issues. Seems I
had flu, pneumonia, upper respiratory infection, and Covid all
June at the same time. Its going to be 6 months to a year for full re-
e  Children’s Awareness Month covery.
Environment (SP — Judine Heard
E: environmenl@giwegeorgia.org
This month, we will examine two resources outlined in GFWC ference between a bumble bee and
Georgia’s Yearbook and Environment CSP website. honey bee? Don’t worry, visit the
website at The Great Southeast
Honeybees play a crucial role in Pollinator Census — Citizen Sci-
agriculture. They pollinate $15 ence at Work. You will find every-
billion worth of crops in the thing needed from a counting sheet
U.S. each year, including more to information on how to submit your count.
than 130 fruits and vegetables.
) ) Involve your community. Visit
Bee populations worldwide are the resource page on the web-
threatened by intensive farming site. There you will find re-
practices, mono-cropping, ex- sources that can be shared with
cessive use of agricultural club members and your com-
chemicals, and climate change. munity.
Did you know? Dates to Remember:
e Nearly one-third of our food depends on insects for polli-
nation. June
e California, Georgia, and Texas are the top 3 states in pro- ¢ Clean Air Day—June 2
ducing honeybees and queen bees for sale. e World Environment Day—June 5
e Bees must visit 2 million flowers to produce 1 pound of e  World Oceans Day—June 8
honey. e National Pollinator Week—June 16-22
e An average worker bee only makes about one-twelfth
(1/12) of a teaspoon of honey in her lifetime. July

e  World Population Day—July 11
Source (full article and other projects): Apiary Program
(Honeybees) | Georgia Department of Agriculture August
e National Honey Bee Day—August 15
e The Great Southeast Pollinator Census—August 22 & 23

The Great Southeast Pollinator Census is on August 22nd
and 23rd, 2025. Take part in the count. Do you know the dif-
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Health and Wellness (SP — Shelia Jones

E: healthandwellness@giwcgeorgia.org

"Your body is your most priceless possession... take care of it!" — Jack LaLanne

So let's Get Fit Within our Communities ----- fit in body, in mind, and in spirit.

Regular physical activity im-
proves these components, leading
to better health, energy, mental
well-being, and a reduced risk of
chronic diseases. GFWC clubs
are encouraged to integrate physi-
cal fitness activities during club
meetings. If you don't meet dur-
ing the summer, challenge your
members by using an app such as Charity Miles or FitBit
Challenge. During your meetings, practice chair yoga, line
dancing, balance training, or flexibility exercises.

Physical fitness refers to a person's ability to perform daily
activities with optimal performance, endurance, and strength
while managing fatigue and stress. It includes several key
components:

e Cardiovascular endurance — the ability of the heart and
lungs to supply oxygen during sustained physical activity
(e.g., running, cycling)

e  Muscular strength — the amount of force a muscle can
produce (e.g., weightlifting).

e  Muscular endurance — the ability of muscles to perform
repeated actions over time without tiring.

o Flexibility — the range of motion around joints (e.g.,
stretching, yoga).

e Body composition — the ratio of fat to lean mass
(muscles, bones, organs) in the body

On another note ----during the summer months ----
e In June — Stock the pantry of your local Ronald McDon-
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ald House with healthy snack
food items.

e In July —- Provide healthy snacks for first responders,
such as local police and firefighters, or hospital workers.

e In August -— Vaccination Time - Order tool kits from
Vaccines.gov and the U.S. Department of Health & Hu-
man Services to provide information about vaccines dur-
ing National Immunization Awareness Month in August.

Dates to Remember:

June

e Cancer from the Sun Month

e Vision Research Month

e Alzheimer’s & Brain Awareness Month
e Scoliosis Awareness Month

e National Cancer Survivors Day - June 1
e  World Sickle Cell Day—June 19

July
e Juvenile Arthritis Awareness Month
e National Minority Mental Health Month

August

e National Immunization Awareness Month
e  Family Heritage Month

e  Children’s Eye Health & Safety Month

e National Breastfeeding Awareness Month

Have a great summer!
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GFWC Signature Program: Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness

and Prevention

Deborah Brown

E: domesticviolence@giwegeorgia.org

WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS

June is World Elder
Abuse Awareness
Month

June 15th is Elder
Abuse Awareness Day

Do you know there are six different kinds of Elder Abuse?

4+ Physical abuse - using physical force to coerce or to in-
flict bodily harm. It often, but not always, causes physical
discomfort, pain, or injury. It may include the willful depriva-
tion of essential services, such as medical care, food, or wa-
ter.

4+ Emotional abuse - using tactics, such as harassment, in-
sults, intimidation, isolation, or threats that cause mental or
emotional anguish. It diminishes the person’s sense of identi-
ty, dignity, and self-worth.

4+ Sexual abuse - any sexual behavior directed towards an at
-risk adult without the person’s full knowledge and consent. A
spouse, partner, family member, or other trusted person can
perpetrate sexual abuse.

4+ Financial abuse or exploitation - improperly or illegally
using a person's resources for the benefit of another person,
for example, using a Power of Attorney to gain access to an
adult’s assets for personal gain or using undue influence, false
representation, and other means to gain access to an adult’s

monthly government checks.

4+ Neglect - occurs when a caregiver refuses or fails to pro-
vide essential services (food, water, shelter, medical care, etc.)
to the degree that it harms or threatens to harm an older and/or
disabled adult.

4+ Self-neglect - failing to perform essential self-care, such
as depriving oneself of necessities such as food, water, or
medication. Consciously putting oneself in harm’s way or
being unable to handle the needs of day-to-day living because
of medical, mental health, or other disabilities. Self-neglect is
not a crime.

What can you do if you suspect abuse, neglect, or exploita-
tion? Call 911 if someone is in immediate danger.

If you suspect the abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an older or
disabled adult, contact the Division of Aging Services’
Adult Protective Services Central Intake at 1-866-552-4464
and select “3”.

What can your club do?

Plan an event at a nursing home with games, songs, and
snacks. Add a few prizes like socks, individually wrapped
snacks, lotion, nail care items, and anything else the nursing
staff might suggest that the seniors need. Hand out an Elder
Abuse flyer to the residents or announce the six different types
of Elder Abuse.

Remember to Register for the 2025 GFWC
International Day of Service.

September 27, 2025

Thanks to all the clubs who have already
registered.
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Committees

AWARDS

Kathryn Youles — awards@gfwcgeorgia.org

GFWC Georgia Awards Update

Yes, you may return the awards won by your club at the 2025
Convention at Institute on August 16, 2025.

Clubs receiving silver, pewter, acrylic, or other physical
awards at the 2025 Convention must return them before or at
the February 20-21, 2026, Judging Weekend.

Awards may be brought to Kathryn Youles, Anette Head, or
Shelby Holland for Junior Awards. Alternatively, awards may
be returned to your District President at your Fall District
Meetings. Ensure awards are given only to Kathryn, Anette,
Shelby, or your District President.

Silver awards must be returned polished. Again, the deadline
for all returns is the February 20-21, 2026, Judging Weekend.

If there were any misspellings on any certificates you received
at the 2025 GFWC Georgia Convention, please let us know,
and we will correct them.

For a complete listing of the 2024 GFWC Georgia
Awards, click here.

Time to get serious about a Community Impact Program
(CIP) project.

Look at some projects your club are already doing and see if
one of them could be expanded for CIP.

Projects must be started and completed by the award period
January 1, 2024 - December 31, 2025.

Your project can last one month or a year. Whatever works best
for a project. And don’t forget to take pictures.

Any grassroots project that makes a measurable impact in your
local community and fits the criteria will be accepted for judg-
ing purposes.

GFWC clubs are encouraged to consider the Community Con-
nection Initiative highlighted in the Special Program Areas and/
or Community Service Programs.
e  Signature Program: Become a Champion — Be the
Voice for Those That Have No Voice

e Juniors’ Special Program: Be A Champion in the
Lives of Children

e Arts and Culture: Developing Community Orien-
tated Art

e Civic Engagement and Outreach: Preparation
Saves Lives

e  Education and Libraries: Support High-Quality
Early Learning Programs

e  Environment: National and State Parks Engage in
Nature

e Health and Wellness: Caregivers’ Circle

COMMUNITY IMPACT
PROGRAM

Marty Bryan — cip@gfwcgeorgia.org

CALENDAR

JANUARY 1, 2024 to DECEMBER 31, 2025 —Award peri-
od for Community Impact Program.

MARCH 1, 2026 —Club entries must be sent to the state CIP
Chairman via email (if digitally accepted by state chairman) or
mail, postmarked/timestamped no later than this date, to the
Community Impact Program Award State Chairman.

MARCH 5-15, 2026 —Club entries are judged at the state lev-
el.

MARCH 20, 2026 —Community Impact Program State Chair-
man — The Award Entry of the first-place state winner only
must be emailed, or postmarked/timestamped no later than this
date, to the GFWC CIP Chairman AND to the GFWC Second
Vice President.

Check pages 213-216 in GFWC Georgia yearbook for entry
form and guidelines.

There are monetary awards for state and national winners .
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Committees

COMMUNICATIONS &
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Lisa Ramsey — cpr@gfwcgeorgia.org

Does Your Website Have the Updated
GFWC Logo?

Cimi Douglass, GFWC Georgia Webmaster

Branding is more than just a logo—it symbolizes identity, uni-
ty, and purpose. For the General Federation of Women’s Clubs
(GFWC), our logo represents more than 130 years of service,
dedication, and advocacy. It’s a unifying mark that connects
every club across the country, including our GFWC Georgia
clubs, under one shared mission.

Is Your Club Using the Updated GFWC Logo? As you
know, GFWC updated its official logo, which should be used
across all club websites, newsletters, promotional materials,
and social media platforms. If your club still uses an outdated
version or an altered design, now is the time to update it.

To ensure brand consistency, the official GFWC logo should:
*  Be the most current version approved by GFWC
*  Not be altered, stretched, or modified in any way
*  Appear in high resolution for clarity and professionalism

Why Branding Matters

Brand consistency strengthens recognition. When people see
the GFWC logo—whether on a website, social media post, or
event banner—they should immediately associate it with our
organization’s values of volunteerism, leadership, and commu-
nity impact. Consistent branding:

e  Builds Trust — A recognizable logo reassures members
and potential supporters that they are engaging with an
official GFWC club.

e Strengthens Unity—By using the same logo, all clubs
present a cohesive image that reinforces our connection to
a larger, nationwide network.

e Increases Visibility — The more we use our updated
branding, the more the public associates it with GFWC
clubs' incredible work in Georgia and beyond.

How to Update Your Branding

1. Check Your Website & Materials — Review your club’s
website, Facebook page, and printed materials. If the logo
is outdated, replace it with the current version.

2. Download the Official Logo — Visit the GFWC website or
contact GFWC Georgia for the correct files and branding
guidelines. The logos and style guides can be found on
the GFWC Georgia website: https://gfwcgeorgia.org/
club-resources/resourceful-toolkits/ Remember, it is
password-protected.

3. Educate Your Club Members — Please encourage members
to use the official logo in presentations, emails, and pro-
motional efforts.

Let’s Strengthen GFWC and GFWC Georgia’s Brands
Together! Using the updated GFWC logos, we create a uni-
fied and professional image for all our clubs. This consistency
helps us attract new members, build partnerships, and enhance
our reputation as a powerful force for good in our communi-
ties.

Take a moment today to check your club’s materials—does
your website have the updated GFWC logo? If not, let’s fix
that together! As a webmaster and a member of the CPR
team, I am happy to assist.

Reminder: All official GFWC

Georgia Communications are

sent through the digital and
email marketing platform — Constant Contact.

Are you receiving these from GFWC Georgia?

e  GFWC Georgia Monthly Connections (except June and
July) - monthly e-bulletins

e The Georgia Clubwoman — the state newsletter

e Call to State Events — Institute, Convention, special hap-
penings, Judging Weekend (if appropriate)

e Special Messages /Surveys from the State Leadership
Team — State President, Vice Presidents, Newsletter Edi-

tor, etc.

If not, contact Lisa Ramsey (cpr@gfwcgeorgia.org) or Brenda
Martin (brenmartin516@gmail.com) to be added to the contact
list.

Check with your fellow club members to see if they are receiv-
ing all communications and if not, send their particulars to Lisa
or Brenda.

Please be aware of phishing emails impersonating the state of-
fice or a member of the state leadership team. If in doubt, con-
tact the team member directly, not responding to the bogus
email.
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Committees

The 2024-2026 Leadership/LEADS Committee would like to
congratulate Andrea Redmond, our 2025 International
LEADS candidate. We can’t wait to hear all about her experi-
ence at the Institute in August!

Our Leadership/LEADS committee has been busy balancing
summer starting, planning Georgia LEADS, and helping with
the International Convention. We are excited for our TWO
sessions for GA LEADS 2025 coming in August! Those who
attend LEADS 101 will be able to attend 201 that afternoon,
and anyone who wants to attend LEADS 101 for the ump-
teenth time is welcome as well—we welcome your seasoned
knowledge!

Our first session will be in the morning and will be LEADS
101, which consists of our traditional LEADS topics. We will
discuss Conflict Management, What’s Your Why, and Build-
ing Leadership in Clubs. Our committee is excited to lead a
discussion on building leadership in our clubs, districts, and
state organizations.

Our second session will be after lunch and will be LEADS
201, which will consist of Parliamentary Procedures with our
very own Kathryn Youles and Brenda Martin joining us for a
mock meeting that’s sure to be one for the history books! We
are expecting there to be some ruckus and passionate dialogue
during the meeting.

And then join our very own Julie Walters for some reporting

LEADERSHIP/LEADS

Jamie Stewart— leads@gfwcgeorgia.org

magic as she shares with us why we report, tips and tricks on
reporting, and some points on 2025 reporting!

So, how can you, as a clubwoman, help us have another great
GA LEADS in 2025? We need your input! If you haven’t
already liked our Facebook site, please join us at GWFC
Georgia Leadership. Simply type in our name in the search
bar and click on us when we pull up! Once you’ve joined and
we have shared our hospitality with our GWFC sister at the
International Convention, be on the lookout for a Facebook
post asking for your input!

Click the Thumbs Up Thursday Icon below to read about
why GFWC LEADS is important.
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LEGISLATION/PUBLIC
POLICY

Lois Wolfe— legislation@gfwcgeorgia.org

As we begin the second half of 2025, please take note of your
club’s work on the GFWC Legislative Ladder. Has your club
completed any of the tasks? Yes/No?

Over the next six months, sufficient time remains to complete
the tasks needed to earn the goal of 35+ points. What, you say!
Your club members are not familiar with the GFWC Legisla-
tive Ladder. No worries. Here’s a quick summary.

During 2024-2026, GFWC clubs are being challenged to “step
up” to EDUCATE, ENGAGE, and EMPOWER through spe-
cific Legislative advocacy steps that do not need to be com-
pleted sequentially. The document is available on pages 170-
171 of the Legislation/Public Policy section of the 2024-2026
GFWC Club Manual and can also be accessed through the
GFWC member portal at this site:
https://memberportal.gfwc.org/resources/legislation-public
-policy/311/gfwc-legislative-ladder_fillable

Clubs achieving 35+ points will be recognized during the
2025 and 2026 GFWC Annual Conventions. While it is too
late to be recognized during the 2025 Convention in Atlanta,
Georgia’s Women'’s Clubs can be recognized for their Legisla-
tive work that is completed this year at the 2026 annual
GFWC Convention!

Achieving 35 points is not out of reach. If your club increases
enrollment by 10% annually in the
Legislative Action Center (LAC),
you will earn 25 points! Ten percent
is doable!

https:/fwww.votervoice.net
/mobile/GFWC/home

Here’s an excellent project for your
club! During your meetings, invite
clubwomen to go to https:/

THE GEORGIA CLUBWOMAN

www.votervoice.net/mobile/GFWC/home to add their name
and email address. Look for “SIGN UP FOR ALERTS” on the
right side of the screen. To make it EASY, simply open this
QR Code.

Whenever there is a current legislative issue important to
GFWC members (like domestic violence, online safety for
children, or support for Alzheimer’s patients and caregivers),
LAC members are alerted and may take action immediately if
they choose to do so. Remind your club members that GFWC
is nonpartisan.

Be sure your club members are on the lookout for a Legisla-
tive Alert regarding VAWA funding (Violence Against Wom-
en Act) that will be sent after the GFWC Convention in June!

Our GFWC Georgia goal is that each state club will increase
its LAC membership by 10% - and that’s very doable! Addi-
tionally, EACH CLUB SISTER will be completing GFWC
Georgia’s “Cathy Jones’ President’s Challenge” — to join the
LAC!

So, let’s aim to be recognized in 2026 for our work on the
GFWC’s Legislative Ladder!

How else can your club earn Legislative Ladder points? An-
other way is to connect a club project to a GFWC Resolution.
Explaining the relationship between the club project and reso-
lution will add 15 points to your score. Let’s see, 25 points for
LAC membership and 15 points for project and resolution
equals 40 points, and with that total score, your club would be
recognized at the annual GFWC Convention!

Where do you find the GFWC Resolutions? Go to: https://
www.gfwe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GFWC-
Resolutions-Booklet-Approved-Aug-2024.pdf, or you can
search for GFWC priorities at https://www.gfwc.org/priorities/
and then open the GFWC Resolutions box.

Here’s an example:

150-045 Educational Professional Support and Apprecia-
tion (Convention 2024)



https://memberportal.gfwc.org/resources/legislation-public-policy/311/gfwc-legislative-ladder_fillable
https://memberportal.gfwc.org/resources/legislation-public-policy/311/gfwc-legislative-ladder_fillable
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/GFWC/home
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/GFWC/home
https://www.gfwc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GFWC-Resolutions-Booklet-Approved-Aug-2024.pdf
https://www.gfwc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GFWC-Resolutions-Booklet-Approved-Aug-2024.pdf
https://www.gfwc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GFWC-Resolutions-Booklet-Approved-Aug-2024.pdf
https://www.gfwc.org/priorities/
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WHEREAS, Educational professionals, including teachers,
teacher assistants, and other educational staff, are often under-
paid, overworked, and underappreciated, resulting in burnout
and shortages; and

WHEREAS, Wages directly affect the ability of school dis-
tricts to recruit and retain educational professionals; and

WHEREAS, Educational professionals regularly purchase
essential school supplies in excess of the deduction allowed by
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS); therefore

RESOLVED, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs
urges its member clubs to:

e Advocate for increased local, state, and federal funding to
offer educational professionals a living wage, which will
encourage quality teacher candidates as well as the reten-
tion of all educational professionals;

e Endorse increasing the allowable deduction for essential
school supplies;

e  Support educational professionals through donations of
classroom supplies, adopt-a-classroom-type programs,
and recognition events.

EXAMPLE of a CLUB PROJECT: Many GFWC GA clubs
support local schools by providing school supplies, teacher
treats, and student recognition in the arts. Such endeavors and
outreach are directly related to GFWC Resolution 150-045.
This example is one of several that clubs can provide on the
Legislative Ladder.

So, will your club be recognized next year during the
GFWC Convention for your work on GFWC’s Legislative
Ladder? Let’s make GFWC Georgia proud. Note that only
individual clubs may submit their Legislative Ladder in
2026.

Here is a list of the GFWC Legislative Ladder’s Tasks with
points: (Click on it for a fillable Legislative Ladder Report
Form.)

Let’s aim high, GFWC Georgia, while making a differ-
ence!

IMPORTANT DATES:

June 8, 2025 — GFWC Convention Workshops - Legisla-
tive and Public Policy (Learn how to facilitate action on bi-
partisan legislative priorities supported by GFWC Resolutions,
9:30 am or 10:45 am)

June 17, 2025 — Special Primary Public Service Commis-
sioner (PSC)/Special Election (Advance Voting Dates: May
27 — June 13)

priorities.

GFWC Legislative Priorities are guided by our GFWC Resolutions which are voted on by delegates from State Federations each
year at our Annual Convention. These decisions guide our volunteer programs and advocacy goals for the upcoming year and be-
yond. New Resolutions will be voted on at the 2025 GFWC International Convention in Atlanta, which will set future legislative

GFWC 2025 Federal Legislative Priorities

THE GEORGIA CLUBWOMAN



https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:ae0fca66-80dc-45c1-b1c4-ea03d14c5e81
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:605d55a1-715a-4d7f-a7a6-d09e8c788374

VOLUME 15, ISSUE 2 PAGE 24

Committees

TALLULAH FALLS
SCHOOL

Linda Mote— tallulahfalls@gfwcgeorgia.org

SAVE THE DATE: 4TH ANNUAL GFWC GEORGIA
FAMILY DAY At TRUIST PARK

PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT TALLULAH FALLS
SCHOOL PROJECT

Calling all GFWC Georgia members and Tallulah Falls
School Alumni. All are welcome! Please come out to sup-
port GFWC Georgia and the Atlanta Braves on Sunday, Sep-
tember 28th at 3:15 p.m. against the Pirates! Our

4th Annual GFWC Georgia Day will bring us together once
again with our families and friends across the State to enjoy
America’s favorite pastime. A portion of each ticket pur-
chase will support GFWC Georgia’s mission and Tallulah
Falls School project.

Please purchase your tickets by midnight on September
14th to secure your spot. Tickets are subject to availability;

our goal is to sell 100 tickets.

Please show your GFWC pride by wearing GFWC or
GFWC GA shirts, hats or accessories.

Go Braves and Go GFWC Georgia! Please share this link

ATLANTA BRAVES v. PITTSBURGH PIRATES with your friends and families and let’s enjoy this game with
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2025 each other.
3:15 PM We have reserved Home Run Porch Sections 144 and 145 (144

if fully under cover, 145 is partially shaded). Tickets can be

TICKETS: $56.00 purchased here: ATL vs PIT Sept-28th-GFWC Georgia Day

PURCHASE DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 14, 2025 BY
11:59 PM

The evening prior (May 21) to Tallulah Falls School Graduation, the
Senior Sunset event took place on the TFS soccer field. Members of
GFWC Georgia hosted a reception for the Seniors during their Sunset
activity.

L-R: Tonya Bonitatibus Augusta Woman's Club President; Cathy
Jones, GFWC Georgia President; Linda Mote, GFWC Georgia TFS
Chair; Mary Beth Joacobson, GFWC Georgia TFS Special Project
Chair; Maya Powell, Sylvania Jr Woman's Club; Sandy Powell,
GFWC Georgia TFS Co-chair; and Betsy Wheeler, TFS Jr Confer-
ence Chair.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2025!

The Class of 2025 is the largest class to graduate from Tallulah Falls School — 97 students.

TFS graduates from the Class of 2025 have been accepted to more than 125 outstanding colleges and universities and earned more
than $9 million in scholarships
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129¢th GFWC Georgia State Convention
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GFWC At o Glance

The General Federation of Women’s Club (GFWC) is united
in its dedication to volunteer community service. The GFWC
International Day of Service (IDS), formerly known as
GFWC National Day of Service, launched in 2023, spotlights
an area of need in communities across the nation and around
the world to bring about positive change.

Every two years a new topic is selected by the GFWC Execu-
tive Committee. The 2023 and 2024 GFWC IDS focused on
ending food insecurity and hunger in the United States and
across the world. GFWC clubs organize community service
projects in their communities to raise public awareness and
gather the resources necessary to help those in need based on
the year’s theme.

The 2025 General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC)
will focus on domestic and sexual violence.

According to the World Health Organization, it is estimated
that between 736 million to 852 million women, aged 15
years or older, have experienced domestic and sexual vio-
lence. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, more than 16 million people in the United States are
affected annually.

Community service projects for the 2025 GFWC IDS can
focus on any area of domestic and sexual violence. Here are
eight areas your club might consider:

® Campus Sexual Assault

®  Child Abuse

e Elder Abuse

®  Human Trafficking for Sexual Purposes

® Intimate Partner Violence

®  Military Sexual Assault

® Teen Dating Violence

® Violence Against Native American Women

More information and project ideas for 2025 GFWC IDS will

be available online at www.GFWC.org and posted in the
Digital Library
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Click on the Scrapbook Icons below for club activities during March, April, and May.

March 2025 April

March saw all Districts hold their Annual Meetings and celebrate all
women and their accomplishments during Women’s History Month,
wear a few items of green for St. Paddy Day, and celebrate our love
of reading on Dr. Seuss’ birthday.

April saw members from around the state gather to celebrate our
accomplishments, with food, fun, and fellowship at our 129th Annu-
al Convention at Lake Lanier, appreciate our planet with Earth and
Arbor Day activities, and honor our founding with activities during

GFWC Volunteers in Action week.
2025 May 2025

May saw many clubs recognize deserving students with scholar-

ships, hold outdoor events, show admiration for our teachers, military, and nurses, and many wind down their activities for a summer

break.

Here are some examples.

GFWC Millen Woman’s Club
By Shana Brinson

Millen Woman’s Club continues 117 years of service!

The Millen Woman’s Club was the first civic club organized in Jenkins County on Oct. 6, 1908, first
federated in the First District, and the 11™ oldest Woman’s Club in Georgia. Today, club members
continue that tradition of service that began 117 years ago, connecting with the community, partner-
ing with other organizations, and sponsoring various projects throughout the year.

In April, Millen Woman’s Club members rolled up their sleeves and took action to clean up Cotton
Avenue in Millen. Before the club’s monthly meeting on April 15, members walked along Cotton
Avenue and picked up litter as part of their annual environmental project.

Millen Woman’s Club also celebrated National Library Week in April. Members brought stories to
life at The Poppy Patch Learning Center, delighting young minds with a special Dr. Seuss reading
session. The inspiring event tied perfectly with National Library Week's theme, “Wake Up and
Read!” Community service groups like the Millen Woman’s Club help awaken the joy and curiosity
that books spark, paving the way for lifelong learning. Club members look forward to supporting
community projects and continuing the tradition of service that began so long ago.

Millen Woman’s Club member Marilyn Knight provided an Easter Craft Kit Idea. Member Sherri
Adams cut out all the different pieces and separated them into 20 individual kits that the club donat-
ed to the local library.

Millen Woman’s Club members stuffed easter eggs with candy and donated them to the men and
women at the Community Service Board of Middle Georgia, Jenkins County Service Center Facili-

ty.

GFWC Winder Woman’s Club

By Laedenia Jewell

The Winder Woman's Club recently hosted the reception for the 2025 GED gradua-
tion at the Wimberly Center in collaboration with Adult Literacy Barrow. We also
provided a book scholarship to a GED graduate to further their education. While
there, we dropped off blankets to Adventure Bags for needy children.
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GFWC Brunswick Woman’s Club
By Kathleen Orians Dawson

GFWC Volunteers in Action Week — “Pack the Pantry”
at Nunnally House

We participated in the GFWC
Volunteers in Action week in a

big way. We decided to "Pack

the Pantry" at Nunnally House

here in Brunswick. It is adja-

cent to the SGHS Brunswick

Campus and offers rooms for

cancer patients receiving treat-

ment, families of critical care patients,
medical students, and on-call staff.
Members donated individually packaged
snacks, cookies, crackers, granola bars,
instant oatmeal, microwave popcorn,
macaroni and cheese, fruit cups, soup,
Chef Boyardee, coffee pods for the
Keurig coffee maker, cans of

ginger ale and Sprite, drink

cups, plastic silverware, and
heavy-duty paper plates/

bowls—all with an estimated

value between $700 and $750.

Ten members delivered the

donations and were given a tour of the facility and the gardens
by Bryan Thompson, Nunnally House Development Coordina-
tor for the SGHS Foundation.

Tallulah Falls School Visit to Golden Isles

The 8th graders from TFS came to Golden Isles for their annu-
al week-long visit. Several members welcomed them at their
condos on St. Simons, and they joined the students and staff
for dinner,

catered by

Olive Gar-

den. Later in

the week,

several mem-

bers met the

students and

staff at MAP

International

and participated with them in their service project at the facili-
ty. They took boxes of supplies off the pallets, unpacked them
in the staging areas, and filled the plastic bags with the needed
items according to a precise diagram placed at each station.
This is the 10™ year the 8" grade students of TFS have com-
pleted a service project for MAP.

Veterans Council Honors Member
The Veterans Council of the Golden Isles
honored long time local nurse and
GFWC Brunswick Woman's Club mem-
ber, Peggy Tuten, with the American
Patriot Award at the Memorial Day Ob-
servance at Veterans Memorial Park.

Peggy was recognized for her many mili-

tary and civilian contributions beginning

with her six years as a Navy nurse. In her third year of study
for a degree in nursing, Tuten enlisted in the Navy and in 1967
volunteered for Vietnam, reporting to the USS Repose, a 721-
bed hospital ship off the coast of Da Nang where she was a
charge nurse and took turns in triage as the ship treated 12 to
25 personnel with combat wounds daily. She left the Navy as a
lieutenant and subsequently served the community for 61
years as a nurse. Aside from her professional work, she has
also made a tremendous impact as a volunteer and organizer in
initiatives to help those with diabetes and cancer, starting a
diabetes support group and organizing a local Walk for Dia-
betes for the Ameri-

can Diabetes Asso-

ciation. She has

volunteered for 31

years in the Relay

for Life to benefit

the American Can-

cer Society and is a

member of VFW Post 4092 on St. Simons where she works to
support needy veterans.

Peggy has been a member of the GFWC Brunswick Woman’s
Club for over 10 years and has held several positions, current-
ly as the Civic Engagement and Outreach CSP Chairman.

Eight members of our club were able to be there to celebrate
this wonderful tribute with Peggy.

Congratulations Peggy!! We are so proud of you.
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GFWC Lilburn Woman’s Club
By Kathy Mattox

It’s been a busy spring for the Lilburn Woman’s Club! Here
are some highlights of what we’ve been doing and our plans for
the future:

We hosted the North East District meeting at the end of
March. Twenty-nine of the 59 attendees were from LWC.
We arranged for the art to be judged and served a fabulous
Italian meal. Awards were presented to all the clubs, and
everyone enjoyed themselves.

Eight of us attended the annual Georgia GFWC Conven-
tion in April. We were in charge of decorating. It was a
great weekend with casual attire and some fabulous Jimmy
Buffett music! We received several awards, including the
silver Stevens-Youles Communications Award!!

We had 17 entries for scholarships this year. Our commit-
tee reviewed and selected three lucky high school ladies to
each win a $2,500 scholarship. From the Gwinnett School
of Mathematics, Science & Technology: Makenna Hollis
and Allison Wong; from Parkview High School: Vicky Le.
From Gwinnett Technical Institute for 2024-25: Mindy
Hampton — Fall 2024 and Tina Karmon — Spring 2025.
These ladies were each given a $ 1,500 scholarship. All
were recognized at our annual Scholarship and Awards
reception in May, along with our Citizen of the Year, our
local business partners, our members ' graduating children
and grandchildren, and special recognition to each of our
thirteen Teachers of the Year! We also announced the
club’s 2024 awards from District and State to emphasize
our community efforts in several areas to our guests.

We also recognized two of our members who are moving
away! Barbara Brooks is finally headed to her dream home
in Florida, and Laurie Benken is headed to a new home in
Tennessee! The club will genuinely miss them as they
were very active members!

We’ve begun planning for our annual Lilburn Daze Festi-
val in October. Over 25 craft vendors and several food
trucks have already signed up. We’re organizing this year’s
committee, recruiting vendors, implementing our market-
ing plan, and arranging for the entertainment. There is a lot
to do before October!

We assisted with stuffing the Homeless Bags for the Inter-
national Convention, and two of us are planning to attend.
Starting Friday morning, we’ll be putting together a bal-
loon arch for the meetings.

Our Health & Wellness ladies are now sewing bibs for the
nursing homes in our area. This project will take a while to
complete and will continue into the summer.

Education is designing labels for the Dictionaries we will
give out this fall with our new sponsor. They have been
ordered and will be applied to the books, so we’re ready to
deliver in September! They also delivered trays overflow-
ing with cookies and treats to the Berkmar and Lilburn
Middle Schools staff in honor of Teacher Appreciation
Week!

Civic Engagement just organized our trip to Cumming to
pack boxes for Treat the Troops. Five members attended,
and eight sent various treats and sixteen "2 dozen cookies
for the troops. They are hosting our June meeting with a

speaker from the Lilburn City Police on internet security.
They are also preparing for the International Day of Ser-

vice this Fall.

The Art & Culture committee is already contacting the
local middle schools to get art entries for next year’s
Spring into Art! They have also planned to attend several
plays with club members to expand our cultural experienc-
es.

And our Environment Committee is leading the effort to
collect nonrecyclable plastics again! Several of us also
recently attended a county Board of Commissioners meet-
ing to protest some proposed development changes that
would hurt the environment, specifically the Yellow River.

Our largest summer excitement is that we have made a
$10,000 donation to Habitat for Humanity for a local Lil-
burn home!! As a result, we were able to personally sign
several studs that will be used in the house building begins.
We have also been invited to assist with building one of
the homes. So, on July 12, 2025, fifteen of us will be help-
ing to build, and others will be providing lunch for those
building. We are very excited as we have never had a Lil-
burn Habitat for Humanity build.
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Club Officer Directory Due to State Office
Sunday, June 1, 2025

Club Membership Year for GFWC and GFWC Georgia Begins
Sunday, June 1, 2025

Postmark Deadline for Nomination Materials for GFWC Jennie Award
Sunday, June 1, 2025

Deadline for State Bylaws Updates to State Office
Sunday, June 1, 2025

GFWC Host State Georgia and GFWC Executive Committee Dinner
Wednesday, June 4, 2025 — 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM
Wimbish House — Atlanta, GA

GFWC Convention Tour
Experience Atlanta Tour
Thursday, June 5, 2025 — 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM
Atlanta, GA

GFWC Leadership, Education, and Development Seminar (LEADS)
Friday, June 6, 2025 — 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
Omni Atlanta Hotel at Centennial Park — Atlanta, GA

GFWC Convention Tour
Experience Atlanta Tour
Thursday, June 6, 2025 — 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM
Atlanta, GA

“Hollywood of the South” GFWC Georgia State Night Banquet
Friday, June 6, 2024—7:30 PM to 9:30 PM
Omni Atlanta Hotel at Centennial Park — Atlanta, GA

2025 GFWC Annual Convention
Saturday, June 7, 2025—Monday, June 9, 2025
Omni Atlanta Hotel at Centennial Park — Atlanta, GA

Deadline for GFWC’s “Educate, Engage, and Empower” Recruitment Campaign
Recruitments for April, May, and June
Tuesday, July 1, 2025

Deadline to apply for Send-A-Sister Scholarship for GFWC Georgia Institute
Send to 3rd VP/State Membership Chairman, Dale Reddick
Friday, August 1, 2025
Deadline for State Jennie Award Report to GFWC Southern Region President
Friday, August 1, 2025

GFWC Georgia LEADS
Friday, August 15, 2025
Marriott City Center —Macon, GA

!
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GFWC Georgia Executive Committee Meeting
Friday, August 15, 2025
Marriott City Center — Macon, GA

GFWC Georgia Institute— “Reach for the Stars”
Saturday, August 16, 2025 - Sunday, August 17 2025
Marriott City Center — Macon, GA

GFWC Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, August 21, 2025 to Sunday, August 24, 2025
Hilton Salt Lake City Center — Salt Lake City, UT

Deadline for Articles for the September 2025 issue of The Georgia Clubwoman
Friday, August 29, 2025
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Need to Contact the State Office?
Office Manager Deborah Landress

Email: office@gfwcgeorgia.org
Phone: 706-754-3127
Hours: M-W-F (9:00 am to 4:00 pm)

Mailing Address:
GFWC Georgia State Headquarters

P.O. Box 39
Tallulah Falls, GA 30573

* & 6 &6 o o o

Have you liked GFWC Georgia and GFWC on Facebook?

Have you joined GFWC Georgia Members Facebook Group?

Have you visited the GFWC Georgia or GFWC websites?

Have you joined the GFWC Advancements and Programs Facebook Group?
Have you subscribed to the GFWC News & Notes weekly bulletin? .
Have you joined the GFWC Legislative Action Committee?
Have you sent your Club newsletters to news@gfwcgeorgia.org?

All these platforms will help you STAY CONNECTED!

We would also love to hear from you about your club activities. Please send articles, photos, and comments to:

Deadline to submit articles for the September issue is:
Friday, August 29, 2025.

The Georgia Clubwoman is published 8 times during each administration. Back issues of the newsletter are
archived on the website — gfwcgeorgia.org. Scan the QR Code to access the website.

If not, then please do so!

news@gfwcgeorgia.org.

Hilda Hagarty, Editor .
P: 912-574-5170 (Home)
P: 757-575-8900 (Cell)
E: news@gfwcgeorgia.org
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